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Hymn (AMR 58) 
  

Of the Father's love begotten 

ere the worlds began to be, 

he is Alpha and Omega, 

he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, 

and that future years shall see, 

evermore and evermore. 
 

O that birth for ever blessèd! 

When the Virgin, full of grace,  

by the Holy Ghost conceiving,  

bare the Saviour of our race,  

and the Babe, the world’s Redeemer,  

first revealed his sacred face,  

evermore and evermore. 
 

O ye heights of heaven, adore him;  

angel hosts, his praises sing;  

powers, dominions bow before him,  

and extol our God and King;  

let no tongue on earth be silent,  

every voice in concert sing,  

evermore and evermore. 

 

Gathering 
  

The president may say 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  



Greeting 
  

The president greets the people 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

  

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 

 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of Penitence 
 

Christ the light of the world has come 

to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 

In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 

 

Silence is kept. 
 

Lord of grace and truth, 

we confess our unworthiness 

to stand in your presence as your children. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 
 

  



The Virgin Mary accepted your call 

to be the mother of Jesus. 

Forgive our disobedience to your will. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 
 

Your Son our Saviour 

was born in poverty in a manger. 

Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 
 

The shepherds left their flocks 

to go to Bethlehem. 

Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 
 

The wise men followed the star 

to find Jesus the King. 

Forgive our reluctance to seek you. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 
 

The president says 
 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness 

draw you to himself, 

that you may behold the glory of his Son, 

the Word made flesh, 

and be cleansed from all your sins, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

  



Gloria in excelsis 
 

We sing 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer.  
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect 
 

The Collect, the prayer for the week, is said. 
 

Eternal Father, 

who at the baptism of Jesus 

revealed him to be your Son, 

anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 

grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 

that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 



Old Testament Reading 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

   my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him; 

   he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

   or make it heard in the street; 

a bruised reed he will not break, 

   and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

   he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

He will not grow faint or be crushed 

   until he has established justice in the earth; 

   and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 

Thus says God, the LORD, 

   who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

   who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people upon it 

   and spirit to those who walk in it: 

I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 

   I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

   a light to the nations, 

   to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

   from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

I am the LORD, that is my name; 

   my glory I give to no other, 

   nor my praise to idols. 

See, the former things have come to pass, 

   and new things I now declare; 

before they spring forth, 

   I tell you of them. 
 

  



New Testament Reading 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 

right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people 

of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message 

spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all 

that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 

hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed 

him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God 

as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 

dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 

the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
 

Gradual Hymn (AMR 351) 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

‘Come unto me and rest; 

lay down, thou weary one, lay down 

thy head upon my breast;’ 

I came to Jesus as I was, 

weary and worn and sad; 

I found in him a resting-place, 

and he has made me glad. 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

‘Behold, I freely give 

the living water, thirsty one; 

stoop down, and drink, and live:’ 

  



I came to Jesus, and I drank ‿ 

of that life-giving stream; 

my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

and now I live in him. 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

‘I am this dark world’s Light; 

look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 

and all thy day be bright:’ 

I looked to Jesus, and I found 

in him my Star, my Sun; 

and in that Light of life I’ll walk 

till traveling days are done. 

 

Gospel Reading  
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we have seen his glory. 

Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 

John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and 

do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is 

proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. 

And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 

suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven 

said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

  



Sermon 
Ruth Holmes 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
 

Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God, 

but made himself nothing. 

Taking the form of a slave, 

he was born in human likeness. 

He humbled himself 

and was obedient to death, 

even the death of the cross. 

Therefore God has raised him on high, 

and given him the name above every name: 

that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, 

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

These responses may be used 
 

Lord, in your mercy       

hear our prayer.  
 

And at the end 
 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

 

  



THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

The Peace 
 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 

and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace . 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

Hymn (HFT 10) 
  

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

be all else but naught to me, save that thou art; 

be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 

be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord; 

be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 

be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 
 

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 

be thou my whole armour, and be thou my might; 

be thou my soul's shelter, and thou my strong tower: 

O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 
 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise: 

be thou mine inheritance now and always; 

be thou and thou only the first in my heart: 

O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun, 

O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won; 

Great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

  



The Preparation of the Table 
 

Blessed be God, 

by whose grace creation is renewed, 

by whose love heaven is opened, 

by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you      

and also with you 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty creator, ever-living God, 

through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 

for at this time we celebrate your glory 

made present in our midst. 

In the coming of the magi 

the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 

In the waters of baptism Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 

the Saviour sent to redeem us. 

In the water made wine 

the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 

Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven 

we lift our voices to proclaim your name 

and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.    
 



Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  

and according to your holy will,  

these gifts of bread and wine  

may be to us the body and blood  

of our Lord Jesus Christ;  

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you, 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks;  

he gave it to them, saying:  

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many  

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it,  

in remembrance of me.  

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died:  

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again.  
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  

his perfect sacrifice made once  

for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection  

and glorious ascension,      

and looking for his coming in glory,      

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.      

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,      

we bring before you this bread and this cup     

and we thank you for counting us worthy      

to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

  



Send the Holy Spirit on your people      

and gather into one in your kingdom      

all who share this one bread and one cup,      

so that we, in the company of Edmund, and all the saints,      

may praise and glorify you for ever,      

through Jesus Christ our Lord;            

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,     

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,      

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,      

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Silence 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

Please sit or kneel. 
 

  



The Breaking of Bread 
 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ.  

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread.     
   

Agnus Dei 
 

We sing 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, give us your peace. 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

 

The president says the invitation to communion. 
 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith with thanksgiving.   

Amen. 

 

The president and people receive communion. 
 

  



Prayer after Communion  
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Lord of all time and eternity, 

you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 

in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 

by the power of your Spirit 

complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 

through the waters of the new creation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 

Almighty God,  

we thank you for feeding us  

with the body and blood  

of your Son Jesus Christ.  

Through him we offer you  

our souls and bodies  

to be a living sacrifice.   

Send us out in the power of your Spirit      

to live and work  

to your praise and glory.  

Amen. 

 

Notices are given. 

 

Blessing 
 

Christ our Lord, 

to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts, 

reveal to you his glory 

and pour upon you the riches of his grace 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 



Hymn (AMR 81) 
 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

Jesu, Lord, to thee we raise, 

manifested by the star 

to the sages from afar; 

branch of royal David’s stem 

in thy birth at Bethlehem: 

anthems be to thee addrest, 

God in Man made manifest. 
 

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 

Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 

and at Cana, wedding-guest 

in thy Godhead manifest; 

manifest in power divine, 

changing water into wine: 

anthems be to thee addrest, 

God in Man made manifest. 
 

Manifest in making whole 

palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

manifest in valiant fight, 

quelling all the devil’s might; 

manifest in gracious will, 

ever bringing good from ill: 

anthems be to thee addrest, 

God in Man made manifest. 
 

Sun and moon shall darkened be, 

stars shall fall, the heavens shall flee, 

Christ will then like lightning shine, 

all will see his glorious sign: 

all will then the trumpet hear; 

all will see the Judge appear: 

thou by all wilt be confest, 

God in Man made manifest. 
 

  



Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 

mirrored in thy holy word; 

may we imitate thee now, 

and be pure, as pure art thou; 

that we like to thee may be 

at thy great Epiphany; 

and may praise thee, ever blest, 

God in Man made manifest. 

 

The Dismissal 
 

A minister says 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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