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The Service of Light 
 

No lights or candles in the church are lit. Everyone gathers in the churchyard. 
 

The Candle is prepared, and this acclamation is used 

 

Christ yesterday and today, 

the beginning and the end, 

Alpha and Omega, 

all time belongs to him, 

and all ages; 

to him be glory and power, 

through every age and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

The president inserts five studs into the Candle, to remind us of the five wounds 

of Christ, with these words 
 

By his holy and glorious wounds 

may Christ our Lord guard and keep us. 
 

The president lights the Easter Candle, saying 
 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 

banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 
 

As the procession of the Easter Candle enters and moves through the building it 

stops three times. Each time, the following versicle and response are repeated, 

and the candles of those around are lit from the Easter Candle. 
 

The light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

The Easter Candle is placed in its stand 
 

The president, standing near the Candle, sings The Exsultet (the Easter Song of 

Praise). Remain standing. 



Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 

O Universe, dance around God’s throne! 

Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 

Sound the victorious trumpet of salvation! 
 

Rejoice, O earth, in glory, revealing the splendour of your creation, 

radiant in the brightness of your triumphant King! 

Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory fill you! 

Darkness vanishes for ever! 
 

Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! 

The risen Saviour, our Lord of life, shines upon you! 

Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy. 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is right and good that with hearts and 

minds and voices 

we should praise you, Father almighty, the unseen God, 

through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who has saved us by his death, 

paid the price of Adam’s sin, 

and reconciled us once again to you. 
 

For this is the Passover feast, 

when Christ, the true Lamb of God, is slain 

whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful. 
 

This is the day when you first saved our ancestors, 

freeing Israel from her slavery 

and leading her safely through the sea. 
 

This is the day when Jesus Christ vanquished hell, 

broke the chains of death 

and rose triumphant from the grave. 

  



This is the day when all who believe in him are freed from sin, 

restored to grace and holiness, 

and share the victory of Christ. 
 

This is the day that gave us back what we had lost; 

beyond our deepest dreams 

you made even our sin a happy fault. 
 

Crowning glory of all feasts! 

Evil and hatred are put to flight and sin is washed away, 

lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to joy. 
 

Feast truly blessed, when hatred is cast out, 

peace and justice find a home, and heaven is joined to earth 

and all creation reconciled to you. 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter joy 

accept our sacrifice of praise, your Church’s solemn offering, 

grant that this Easter Candle may make our darkness light. 
 

For Christ the morning star has risen in glory; 

Christ is risen from the dead and his flame of love still burns within us! 

Christ sheds his peaceful light on all the world! 

Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever! 

Amen. 
 

After The Exsultet is sung, the president says 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

A joyful fanfare may be played, bells rung, cymbals clashed, noise made. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

We sing, as all the candles in the church are lit from the Easter Candle, the 

lights are switched on and the people’s candles extinguished. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 



Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 
 

Remain standing 

 

The Collect 
 

Lord of all life and power, 

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 

overcame the old order of sin and death 

to make all things new in him: 

grant that we, being dead to sin 

and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 

may reign with him in glory; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be praise and honour, glory and might, 

now and in all eternity. 

Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

  



Old Testament Reading 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 
 

At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, 

and they shall be my people. 

Thus says the Lord: 

The people who survived the sword 

   found grace in the wilderness; 

when Israel sought for rest, 

   the Lord appeared to him from far away. 

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

   therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 

Again I will build you, and you shall be built, 

   O virgin Israel! 

Again you shall take your tambourines, 

   and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 

Again you shall plant vineyards 

   on the mountains of Samaria; 

the planters shall plant, 

   and shall enjoy the fruit. 

For there shall be a day when sentinels will call 

   in the hill country of Ephraim: 

‘Come, let us go up to Zion, 

   to the Lord our God.’ 

 

New Testament Reading 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of Cornelius: ‘I 

truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone 

who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 

Christ—he is Lord of all.  
 

  



That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 

the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We 

are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 

him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third 

day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were 

chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 

rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 

dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 

him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

 

Stand 
 

Hymn (AMR 134) 
 

Jesus Christ is risen to-day, Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once, upon the Cross, Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 
 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

who endured the Cross and grave, Alleluia! 

sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 
 

But the pains that he endured, alleluia! 

our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 

where the angels ever sing: Alleluia! 

 

  



Gospel Reading  
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there 

was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from 

heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was 

like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards 

shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do 

not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He 

is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 

he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the 

dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him.” This is my message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly with fear 

and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 

said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 

worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell 

my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
Ruth Holmes 

 

Stand 

 

The Affirmation of Faith 
 

Let us declare our faith in God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him. 
 



Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

Kneel or sit 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity. 
 

Jesus, light of the world, 

bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations ... 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 
 

Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry ... 

and nourish us all with your word. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 
 

Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, 

be with us and all who follow you in the way ... 

Deepen our appreciation of your truth and fill us with your life. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 
 

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, 

recover the straggler, bind up the injured, strengthen the sick 

and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures. 



Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 
 

Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 

we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you ... 

Raise us with them to eternal life. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us, 

accept our prayers,  

and be with us always.  

Amen.  

 

The Peace 
  

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 

     and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

At the Peace, you may leave your place to shake hands with either those 

around you or all people in church. If you prefer you can remain in your place. 
 

Remain standing. 

 

Offertory Hymn (AMR 132) 
  

The day of Resurrection! 

earth, tell it out abroad; 

the Passover of gladness, 

the Passover of God! 

From death to life eternal, 

from earth unto the sky, 

our God hath brought us over 

with hymns of victory. 
 

  



Our hearts be pure from evil, 

that we may see aright 

the Lord in rays eternal 

of Resurrection-light; 

and, listening to his accents, 

may hear so calm and plain 

his own ‘All hail,’ and, hearing, 

may raise the victor strain. 
 

Now let the heavens be joyful, 

and earth her song begin, 

the round world keep high triumph, 

and all that is therein; 

let all things seen and unseen 

their notes of gladness blend, 

for Christ the Lord is risen, 

our joy that hath no end. 

 

Remain standing 

 

The Preparation of the Table 
 

Lord of life, 

with unbounded joy we offer you our sacrifice of praise. 

As we are fed with the bread of heaven 

may we know your resurrection power; 

through Christ our risen Lord.       

Amen. 

  

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

  



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

almighty and eternal Father, 

and in these days of Easter 

to celebrate with joyful hearts 

the memory of your wonderful works. 

For by the mystery of his passion 

Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 

has conquered the powers of death and hell 

and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 

He has placed them once more in paradise 

and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 

And so, in the joy of this Passover, 

earth and heaven resound with gladness, 

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 

sing for ever the hymn of your glory. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood 

of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you, 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

  



Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died:  

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once 

for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

  



The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

Sit or kneel 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

We sing 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

 

  



Invitation to Communion 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Everyone who normally receives communion is invited to do so. Please come 

forward when directed. If you would prefer a blessing, please keep your head 

bowed. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

God of Life, 

who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 

to the death of the cross, 

and by his glorious resurrection 

have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 

grant us so to die daily to sin, 

that we may evermore live with him 

in the joy of his risen life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.     
 

Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
 

Notices are given. 

 



Distribution of Eggs 
 

Stand 
 

The Blessing 
 

The God of peace, 

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the eternal covenant, 

make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 

working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 

Hymn 
 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won; 

angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
 

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 

lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 

for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 

life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 

bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 



The Dismissal 
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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• Audrey, in memory of Ida McDermott & Dotty Bradnock 

• Catherine, in memory of Audrey Thornhill 

• Claire, in memory of Abdul Azzizz 

• Dee, in memory of June & William Siggers, Catherine Pierson, Anthony Haley, and 

Margaret Hinds 

• Ellie, in memory of her parents Frank & Concilia Matibiri  

• Eva, in memory of family members 

• Guy & Sheila, in memory of the Smythe and David family 
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